
 

 

May 22, 2013 

SSA Board of Directors 

The SSA Competition Rules include a provision for the disqualification of a pilot from future 
SSA contests if the pilot has demonstrated a problem or a history of safety related problems 
during participation in one or more contests. This provision is included as Rule 9.13 (see below). 
The Rule 9.13 process is initiated by a complaint from a Competition Director or Contest 
Manager. The complaint is reviewed by an Investigating Committee consisting of the Chairman 
of the Contest Committee and the SSA Rules Subcommittee. The Investigating Committee is to 
present its findings in writing to the SSA Board of Directors, along with a recommendation for 
action. Such recommendation may be for no action, counseling, probation, restriction to certain 
types and/or levels of competition, a ban from competition for a specified period, or a permanent 
ban. The final action taken shall be determined by the Board of Directors.  

A Rule 9.13 Complaint (see attached) regarding unsafe flying by Frank Paynter was received on 
April 5, 2013 from John Good, CD at the 2013 Seniors contest.  

The complaint has been appropriately reviewed and investigated. Frank prepared and publicly 
presented on Soaring Cafe ( see attached) an acknowledgment of the problem and a proposed 
change in his flying to address the complaint. I met with Frank to discuss the matter on April 22, 
2013 at Perry, SC, together with Investigating Committee members John Cochrane and Mike 
Smith, as well as Region 5N (Perry) CD Richard Maleady. At this meeting, Frank again 
acknowledged the problem and reiterated his commitment to remedy the situation. I'm not aware 
of any complaints about his flying since the Seniors contest. 

Based on Frank’s cooperative response to the situation, we believe that this problem is not likely 
to recur. The recommendation of the Investigating Committee is that Frank be placed on 
probation for the remainder of the 2013 contest season. He understands that if we receive 
additional credible complaints during this probation period, the matter will be revisited  and 
contest flying restrictions will be likely. 

On behalf of the Investigating Committee, 

Ken Sorenson, Contest Committee Chairman 

  



 

 

 

9.13 Disqualification of an Unsafe Pilot 

9.13.1 A pilot who, in the opinion of a Competition Director or Contest Manager, has demonstrated a problem or a 
history of safety related problems during participation in one or more contests is subject to review and action by the 
SSA. Such review will take place upon the submission by a CD or Contest Manager to the SSA Contest Committee 
Chairman of a written complaint stating the history of the alleged problem(s). This history should be as complete as 
possible and include statements by witnesses whenever applicable. 

9.13.2 The complaint shall be reviewed by an Investigating Committee consisting of the Chairman of the Contest 
Committee and the SSA Rules Subcommittee. Witnesses may be interviewed for additional information. If the 
complaint appears credible, it will be discussed in detail with the pilot, if he or she is willing to discuss the complaint. 
The Investigating Committee will present its findings in writing to the SSA Board of Directors, along with a 
recommendation for action. Such recommendation may be for no action, counseling, probation, restriction to certain 
types and/or levels of competition, a ban from competition for a specified period, or a permanent ban. The final action 
taken shall be determined by the Board of Directors. 

9.13.3 The Investigating Committee shall when feasible make its recommendation within 30 days of the submission 
of a request for review. 

 


