
 
Ken Sorenson  

From: "SSA Scorer" <ssa.scoring@gmail.com>
Date: Monday, June 16, 2014 7:35 PM
To: <quebec.tango@gmail.com>
Subject: FW: Near Midair Collision
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From: Dennis Linnekin [mailto:dennislinnekin@comcast.net]  
Sent: Monday, June 16, 2014 10:23 AM 
To: SSA.Scoring@gmail.com 
Subject: Near Midair Collision 
  
John Godfrey 
Competition Director 
18 Meter National Soaring Championship 
Minden, Nevada 
  
June 15, 2014 
  
John: 
  
I was involved in a near midair collision today with Frank Paynter (TA).  This 
occurred approximately 10-15 minutes after I left the start gate.  I was flying 
with P7, 98 and TA.  P7 pulled up and to the left into a thermal and I followed 
him.  I cleared inside, outside and then inside again.  When I cleared inside 
the second time, I found that TA had maneuvered to my left and was turning 
and climbing to the left. His belly was turned toward me and he could no 
longer see me.  We were on a collision course.  I aggressively maneuvered 
away from TA.  There is no doubt in my mind that had I not seen TA, or not 
immediately rolled away from him, our closure rate would have resulted in a 
fatal collision.  I believe that TA made a dangerous entry into this thermal.  
He said had me in sight initially, but lost visual contact with me when he 
rolled into his left turn.  At this point, he was relying totally on me to avoid a 
collision.  This is dangerous and unacceptable. 
  
I consider Frank Paynter to be a friend and we discussed this near collision 
after landing today.  I told him I would be submitting this report to you and I 
suggested that he submit his recollection of the incident in an effort to better 
understand how midair collisions occur.   
  
Pete Alexander (98) witnessed this incident. 
  
I request that you and the Contest Committee review the June 15 flight logs 
of P7, 98, TA and DL. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Dennis Linnekin 


