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Hi John, 
 
Per our discussions earlier today, this e-mail is to document my near miss 
with TA today within the first 10 minutes after starting.  
 
The strange thing about this incident, is that he called to tell me he was 
off my left wing tip and slightly higher. I saw him off my left wingtip 
where he was a little close, but ok.  A few minutes later I started to pull 
into a thermal to the right. A moment later, I see him under my nose about 
10’ lower pulling into me. All I see is TA coming up into me. He was close 
enough for me to see the mylar stripe of his horizontal stabilizer. I just 
barely missed his elevator under my nose.   How can you think entering a 
thermal in such a manner is safe and efficient? 
 
Take a look at time stamp 20:17:15 or 20:22:15 to compare my trace with TA 
to observe the issue.  
 
I talked with TA this evening. He came up to me to apologize for getting too 
close.  I told him that he needed to fly less aggressive and provide more 
space between himself and others, but he did not seem to understand what I 
meant. I do not think, he understands the level of danger he is putting 
himself and fellow pilots. Nor does he seem capable of understanding why his 
flying is an issue and how he should change his behavior. I provided some 
suggestions for changing his approach, but I’m not sure he understood.  I’m 
not sure if he is having difficulties adjusting to the true airspeed 
differences of flying at Minden compared to the east coast and/or managing a 
sailplane with this amount of wing loading? 
 
He really needs to change is approach to gaggle flying and flying close to 
others before someone gets hurt. 
 
Pete 
 


